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T2 N—HAL - TEAFTT 4 ZAOHE

FE BiEE R [MEeR R [BREEEE  [FHEE
1773-74 29 16,983 8,394 2.02
1774=-75 48 21,197 4,836 4.38
177576 02 34,673 8,462 4.09
1776-77 7 55,789 26,746 2.08
1777-78 95 56,933 27,362 2.08
1778-79 52 61,220 25,672 2.38
1779-80 41 47,415 18,620 2.54
1780-81 41 36,375 16,920 2.14
1781-82 49 21,806 10,956 1.99
1782-83 66 19,288 23,626 0.81
1783-84 62 19,381 32,006 0.60
1784-85 o7 15,282 11,584 1.32
1785-86 o6 13,257 10,512 1.26
1786-87 09 14,789 9,896 1.49
1787-88 o8 13,531 7,620 1.77
1788-89 61 14,046 8,059 1.74
1789-90 87 19,250 15,259 1.26
1790-91 105 21,280 25,596 0.83
1791-92 102 25,624 20.582 1.24

(Hi ) Plate Register , Birmingham Assay Office, letter for the year, A, B, C, D,
E.F,GH LK L MN,O,PQR,S,T. XDk
) FEK AE6H30H
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The Foundation of Birmingham Assay Office and Silver Workmanship
Yoshihiko Okabe ¥
Abstract

Birmingham Assay Office was established in 1773 by Toy manufacturers producting
plated goods like Matthew Boulton. Main products of Birmingham were plated by gilt tech-
nique, so it was not easy to get credit for their products as growing area. Assay office had to
be needed not only for the practical purpose but also credibility of Birmingham area as own
assaying system.

Lobbying activity was held by strong leadership of Boulton who was a well informed
person and had political and financial links. Almost all entrepreneurs who became Guardians
of assay office, were strong leaders in Birmingham including other fields not only toy trad-
ers and gold smith. They realized necessity of Assay office, and also do expected new direc-
tion of predicting of Silver products.

However, production of Silver goods was not increased immediately after foundation of
Birmingham Assay Office. Boulton and his colleague had intention to emerging new industry
in their rural area, but not like their expectation, Birmingham Assay Office was functioning in
traditional ways as other current ones.

As a result of analyze of registered goods in Birmingham Assay Office, we find that many
decorative silver goods were included, and toys were also made in silver material. It seams
that manufacturing of silver made toys would become key industry of Birmingham as a grow-
ing area of decorative silver goods.

The background, wide range decorative silver goods were emerged after foundation of Bir-
mingham assay office, was reduction of risk to manufacturing, and more his strong presence
contributing for market competitiveness by raising the public estimate of growing area and
own brands as "Birmingham silver".

JEL Classification: N33, L61, O14

Key words: Industrial Revolution, Entrepreneurship, Toy trade, Silver products,
Birmingham
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