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Abstract[]
On the “Democratic” Employees of the German[] Prussian Railway in the early 1850’s

Ayumu Banzawa

The purpose of this paper isto investigate the political tendency of the railway employees
in Prussiain the early 1850's, when the Prussian railway system was developing its skeleton under
the leadership of the Commerce Minister (Handelsminister), August v. d. Heydt. Some documents
of the Prussian Ministry for Internal Affairs (Preussisches Ministerium der Innern) contain the
official researches of the spread of the “democratic” (and/or anti-governmental) thought in the
railway companies (and the beginning state railway). Above al, the lists that the governors of
province made by orders of the Minister of Internal Affairs, Ferdinand v. Westphalen, illustrate the
political awareness of the railway employees just after the 1848/49 revolution by enumerating the
names of the “conservative’, the “political indifferent”, the “liberal”, the “demaocratic” or the “left
radical”. By examining these lists this paper shows, firstly, the complexity and diversity of the
spread of “demoacratic” belief under the railway employees according to their ranks and scopes of
the work, their place (lines and regions) of employment and their social stratums. Secondly, it
shows the indivisibility of the political activity of the “democratic” persons in the railway sector to
the regional political networks of the citizen. Thirdly, on the other hand, the leading “democrats’
and/or “liberals’ tried to educate and organize their colleagues and subordinates for the infiltration
of their political belief into their workplaces. In this point, according to the results of the latest
investigation of the social protests in the revolutionary times in the 19" century Germany, their
political attitude in the railways was equal to the one of “new €lite” toward the “old elite” and the
“masses’ in the 1848/49 revolution.



